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THE STORY OF OUR FUNDS 
By Freda Hadley 

The United Society of Friends 
Women (formerly Woman’s Muis- 
sionary Union) maintains four per- 
manent and two secondary funds for 
mussion work at home and overseas. 

The first two were born out 


of the enthusiasm of General Con- 
ferences and the last two were in 
itiated by the Executive Committee 
of the Woman’s Missionary Union 
as it sensed the need and oppor- 
tunity. The UNITED THANKOF- 
FERING and the MEDICAL FUND 
were started in 1945 and 1948 respec- 
tively, and are rapidly becoming a 
permanent part of our financial 
program. Each fund was started 
only after earnest prayer and prayer 
has continued to guide in the use 
cof each. 

Love Fund 


It was in 1914, at the General 
Conference held in Muncie, Indiana, 
that Esther Baird and Delia Fistler 
thrilled the women with the report 
of their work in India. They were 
working under Ohio Yearly Meet- 
ing and at that time the Ohio Yearly 
Meeting women belonged to our 
organization. At this period it 
seemed Ohio Friends could no 
longer carry the financial load and 
would have to close the station at 
Nowgong. An appeal was made to 
the Conference, and after much 
prayer the women responded. by 
assuming the support of Esther 
Baird, with the Ohio Board con- 
tinuing to administer the work. 
This money was called the Love 
Fund and it paid Esther Baird’s 
salary from that time until she re- 
tired from India in 1938. Then 
until her death in August 1950, the 
Love Fund paid her a retirement 
salary and provided her with some 


money for additional needs and 


comforts. Substantial gifts to the 
hospital and churches she had 
relped establish in India were 


made from time to time also. 

In October 1950, the Executive 
Committee approved naming Mild- 
red E. White, Principal of Friends 
Girls School at Ramallah, Amman, 
Jordan (Palestine) to receive her 
salary from the Love Fund. 

Faith Fund 


In the early 1920’s, Alice I. Ken- 
nedy, a missionary to Jamaica, was 
striken with a serious malady and 
came to the United States for treat- 
ment. For a number of months she 
was ina sanitarium at Carville, 
Louisiana. In the spring of 1925 
she was released as cured. She 
longed to return at once to her 
work in Jamaica, but the American 
Friends Board of Missions lacked 
the funds for her support. At the 
General Conference of the Woman’s 
Missionary Union in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, in May, 1925, Alice 
I. Kennedy gave a message of such 
power that the Executive Commit- 
tee was united in the conviction 
that she should return to Jamaica. 


The Conference enthusiasticatly 
endorsed the recommendation that 
the Woman’s Missionary Union 
should guarantee her salary. It 
was a step of faith, so the money 
was labeled the Faith Fund. 


Alice I. Kennedy continued to 
work faithfully and well until her 
retirement in 1940. Esther Wellons 
was the next to receive her salary 
from this fund. When the Wellons 
returned to the States to live, the 
women in Conference in Pough- 
keepsie, New York, in 1948, eagerly 
endorsed Helen Kindel as the next 
recipient. She was leaving very 
soon for our African field. 


We have helped churches and 
schools in Jamaica from the Faith 
Fund. We helped with Helen 
Kindel’s travel to Africa, also made 
a gift to her when her baby girl was 
born in March 1950. 


Mountain Hope Fund 

As the Woman’s Missionary Union 
grew in numbers and the interest in- 
creased in our outreach, the Execu- 
tive Committee began looking for 
some specific line of home mission 
work. About 1930, a suggestion 
came from the American Friends 
Board of Missions, that we assist in 
the support of a new missionary in 


Eastern Tennessee. 

Soon we assumed full support of 
Fred L. McMillin. Thinking of the 
already established Love Fund and 
the Faith Fund, this new fund was 
designated the Mountain Hope 
Fund. After Fred McMillin’s re- 
tirement, Lillian Chant became our 
messenger for a time, and she was 
followed by Violet Linton. In 1950, 
Margaret Yates, wife of Howard 
Yates, became the recipient. She 
end her husband grew up in East- 
ern Tennessee attended Friends 
schools and prepared themselves for 
pastoral work among their own 
people. They are pastors at Rafter 
Meeting. ; 

Amounts from this Fund have 
often been made to the building and 
repair of churches and parsonages 
on the Tennessee field. It has paid 
expenses to conferences and Five 
Years Meeting. Farr’s Chapel and 
Rafter Chapel are two new church 
buildings which this Fund helped 
build. 


Joy Fund 

After the death of beloved Eliza 
Armstrong Cox in 1935, the question 
of a suitable memorial to her life and 
work arose. We wanted some living, 


growing project, typical of her 


“ever-green” spiritual life. 


Remembering her interest in In- 
dian welfare, the Executive Com- 
mittee suggested that a free will 
offering be received each year to 
go toward the support of a worker 
among the Oklahoma Indians, under 
the supervision of the Associated 
Executive Committee of Friends on 
Indian Affairs. It was because of 
Eliza Armstrong Cox’s joy in serv- 
ing her Master that the name Joy 
Fund was chosen. The first gift 
came from her son and daughter, 
Freeman and Elizabeth Cox. The 
second came from the Woman’s 
Bible Class of Whittier Meeting, 
California, in appreciation of her 
faithful service as their teacher. 

Several workers on the Indian 
field have been supported through 
this channel. Westine Shufelt, who 
is finishing many years of serv- 
ice there, has received her salary 
from this Fund. Beginning in 1950, 
Susie M. Frazier was the recipient. 


The Executive Committee has had 
the joy of allocating various sums 
from the Joy Fund to the Indian 
field, several hundred dollars going 
in 1948 to help build a new church 
building at Council House Meeting, 
where the Shufelts have worked. 
Other amounts have gone into re- 
pairing of churches and parsonages. 
Some has gone to help pay the trav- 
eling expenses of our missionaries to 
important conferences and to the 
Five Years Meeting. 

United Thankoffering 


Still the United Society of Friends 
Women grew in numbers, interest, 
and stewardship. More needs arose 
which it seemed would not be met 
unless we launched out and met 
them. 


Most societies receive Thank- 
offerings once or twice a year, each 
group deciding how it uses these of- 
ferings. We believed they would 
like to give at least one-tenth of 
their Thankofferings into a United 
Thankoffering, which would add up 
tc a large amount, and would really 
help a great deal on some field. Each 
year the Executive Committee de- 
cides where this sum will go, but 
nearly all of our projects have run 
at least two years. 


The first project so chosen, 1945- 
1947, was an ambulance for our hos- 
pital at Kaimosi, Africa. The final 
sum, over $3,000, was sufficient to 
purchase another ambulance for Kai- 
mosi, and a smaller car which is be- 
ing used as an ambulance in another 
section of the African field. 


During the next two years, April 
1947-April 1949, the United Thank- 
offering amounted to nearly $2,500. 
The project completed in this period 
was building a dining room for 
Happy Grove School in Jamaica. 


In 1949-’50 the $1,518 received was 
divided into five equal parts for 
our four Indian Centers in Oklahoma 
and the one in Los Angeles support- 
ed by California Yearly Meeting. 
This current year, 1950-’51, the 
United Thankoffering is designated 
for rebuilding the part of Lyndale 
Girls Home, Jamaica, which was 
destroyed by the hurricane in 1944. 
When completed this addition will 
have three floors, two of which will 
serve as dormitory and dining-room. 
Medical Fund 


Again a great challenge came to 
the United Society. With rapidly 


rising costs of operating mission ~ 


work, especially overseas, the Mis- 
sion Board found its income did 


not rise in proportion. SO its mem- 
bers appealed to the United Society 
in April, 1948, to undertake a Special 
Project and raise the $11,400 re- 
quired for the travel of several new 
workers to Africa. The Poughkeep- 
sie Conference rallied quickly to this 
special call and with the aid of the 
Youth and Children’s groups the 
amount was. over-subscribed. In 
1949, the women, enthused by this 
generous response, undertook the 
sponsorship of the medical work on 
all the fields of the American Friends 
Board of Missions which was not 
met by other special funds. The 
Youth groups united with us and 
$8,000 was raised. The women are 
continuing the medical work as the 
special project during 1950-1951. 
The Children and Youth now have 
cther projects. 


We do not have the set-up to ad- 
minister mission work, but we have 
the privilege of assisting materially - 
the boards which do. In addition 
to what the women have given, the 
Youth and Children have raised sev- 
eral thousands of dollars for their 
special projects. These Secretaries, 
subject to the approval of the Execu- 
tive Committee, choose different uses 
for their money each year. 


Missionary work carried on by 
Friends is much farther along today 
because of the interest and gener- 
osity of Friends Women. ° 


Many people are depending on us. 
May we continue to support these 
Funds, believing that this -“‘invest- 
ment in people” is the most reward- 
ing of anything we can do. 


“Who gives himself with his alms, 
feeds three, 


Himself, his hungering neighbor 
and me.” 
—Lowell 
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